
To: Blumenfeld, Jared[BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV] 
Cc: Miller, Amy[Miller.Amy@epa.gov]; McKaughan, Colleen[McKaughan .Colleen@epa.gov] 
From: Johnson, Kathleen 
Sent: Tue 11/18/2014 4:41:01 PM 
Subject: RE: Hickman's Egg Factory in Tonopah, Arizona; Request for Investigation and Enforcement 
as Needed 

From: Blumenfeld, Jared 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 8:40AM 
To: Johnson, Kathleen 
Cc: Miller, Amy; McKaughan, Colleen 
Subject: Fwd: Hickman's Egg Factory in Tonopah, Arizona; Request for Investigation and 
Enforcement as Needed 

Can you acknowledge receipt and say we will follow up. 

Jared Blumenfeld 

EPA 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Don't Waste Arizona 
Date: November 18, 2014 at 5:25:59 AM PST 
To: 
Subject: Hickman's Egg Factory in Tonopah, Arizona; Request for Investigation and 
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Enforcement as Needed 

November 18, 2014 

Jared Blumenfeld, EPA Region 9 Director 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Re: Hickman's Egg Factory in Tonopah, Arizona; Request for Investigation and 
Enforcement as Needed 

Don't Waste Arizona is very concerned about the Hickman's egg factory being constructed 
and operated in Tonopah, Arizona. The facility is taking extraordinary measures to avoid 
any sort of regulatory scrutiny, and doesn't even have any building permits for any of its 
construction, much less any other environmental permits. It has deliberately worked to 
create a dearth of information about its on-site activities, but local residents have 
documented some of what appears to be going on at the facility, which has commenced 
construction and is a phased-in operation. It already is operating while continuing its 
construction. 

There already is a Hickman's egg factory in Arlington, Arizona, which has some of the 
requisite environmental permits in place or in process, but this Tonopah facility will 
eventually hold many millions more chickens than the Arlington facility, and yet appears to 
have none. 

It appears that the Hickman's Tonopah facility will need to have a number of environmental 
permits as there are or will be a number of industrial operations at this facility, so it appears 
that it will need many, including at a minimum: 

• dust control permits; 

• permits for milling and grinding feed; 

• permits for the grinding and processing of millions of chickens (disposal); 

• permits regarding the control of particulates, which include ammonia and other 
chemicals emanating from its enormous barns; 

• permits for the milling, grinding and processing of manure and chicken carcasses into 
pellets for sale. 

There is also no evidence of any specific permit, permit application/request, Notice oflntent 
(NOI), or any other type of notice/document regarding the facility's compliance with the 
state/federal AZPDES program; a Nutrient Management Plan to protect groundwater from 
nitrate and nitrite pollution; and/or any Notice oflntent (NOI) filed by Hickman to fall 
under the AZPDES General permit for CAPO's; 
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The Arlington facility generates a stench that stings the nose and eyes for quite a distance 
from its fence line, and it seems that the Tonopah facility will generate a stench with a 
wider range, which appears to also violate the AZ SIP regarding odors. 

Don't Waste Arizona requests EPA Region 9 commence an investigation into the facility's 
compliance with all environmental permitting requirements within EPA's jurisdiction, and 
to take whatever enforcement actions are warranted by the result of this investigation. 

If Don't Waste Arizona can assist in any way with more information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen M. Brittle 

President 

Don't Waste Arizona 

6205 South 12th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85042 
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